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SPAYING AND NEUTERING

     There are many common misconceptions concerning spaying and neutering.  By way of question and answer, we will explain the facts of this preventative health procedure and help you make this important decision.

Q.  Why should I have my pet spayed or neutered?

A.  SPAYING eliminates heat cycles, avoids accidental pregnancies and unwanted 

offspring.  Spaying also significantly reduces the incidence of breast tumors as well as reducing undesirable behavior.  Finally, uterine infections, common in older animals, cannot occur.                                                     

NEUTERING reduces the incidence of testicular and prostate disease and cancer.  

         Undesirable behavior is significantly reduced, and the objectionable odor of male cat 

    
     urine is eliminated.  
Behavior patterns of non-spayed or neutered animals may include: roaming, aggression,        urinating in inappropriate places, and undesirable sexual behavior in males.  These unacceptable behaviors are easier to prevent than to correct.

Q.  When is the best time to have the surgery done?

A.  Spaying and neutering should normally be done when your pet is about six months of 

    
      age.  The first heat cycle in females is around this time.  Females spayed BEFORE their 

first cycle have a much lower incidence of breast cancer.   But, since all pets are different, we recommend scheduling an adolescent exam when you pet is 5-6 months of age so your veterinarian can determine when your pet should be spayed/neutered.  
Q.  Will spaying / neutering cause my pet to become fat and lazy?

A.  Diet, exercise, and heredity have much more influence on the weight and attitude of your pet  than does spaying or neutering.  Work with your veterinarian to determine the correct type and amount of food your pet needs to maintain a healthy body condition.  
Q.  Is surgery dangerous? 

A.  There is always some risk when a patient, human or animal, is under general  

           anesthesia.  Veterinary procedures have become highly sophisticated and are very 

           similar to human medical procedures.  In healthy animals, the risk is minimal.

  Our goal at the Lodi Veterinary Hospital is to provide you with the very best veterinary medical care and the necessary information to help you with decisions concerning your pets' health care and well being.  Make the caring and humane decision by having your pet spayed or neutered.  You will have a healthier, happier, and better adjusted pet.
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