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FEEDING & HOUSETRAINING TIPS

1. All dogs are naturally clean.  In early life, they seek a spot to eliminate that is remote from where they eat and sleep.  As your puppy’s caregiver, your responsibility is helping him/her get to the correct toilet area.  DO NOT EXPECT YOUR PUPPY TO KNOW WHERE THAT AREA IS.

2. Feed the dog according to the following schedule:  Do NOT leave food out continuously.


6-12 weeks of age………………….3-4 times each day


12 weeks – 5 months……………….3 times a day


6 months and older…………………..2 times a day

3. Feed using the above schedule, allowing the dog 15 minutes to eat his/her measured amount of food.  Take outside after each meal—rain, snow, or sunshine to the same spot in the yard.  Do NOT bring back inside UNTIL a bowel movement has occurred.  Determine how soon (after eating) the bowel movement occurs.  Usually this will be about the same time every time.  Some puppies may take up to one hour for this to occur.  Now you have learned about how long to wait after feeding before going outside. 

4. Do NOT feed table scraps.

5. Quality and type of food plays a huge role in housetraining.  We recommend foods that are high in digestible protein and do not require any additional supplements.  These foods not only result in a healthier animal but also reduce stool volume.  Science Diet Growth is an example of a premier, highly digestible puppy food.

6. Feeding too large of a quantity of food at meal times may cause housetraining problems.  You may notice four or more bowel movements per day and large unformed piles of stool.  Using the feeding chart on your puppy’s bag of food and measuring the quantity with an actual measuring cup will be a good starting point.  Many times the charts on the dog food bags are too generous, so you may have to adjust feedings according to your puppy’s needs.

7. For cleaning accidents, use an odor neutralizer such as Nature’s Miracle.  Most household cleaners contain ammonia, which is also found in urine.  This will only confuse the puppy. 
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