Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE)

August 11, 2011


According to the Wisconsin State Veterinarian, Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), a mosquito vectored virus, has recently caused the death of one horse and two alpacas in Dunn County.  EEE can be transmitted by a mosquito bite to horses, camelids, birds, and humans.  The virus cannot be transmitted directly from horse to horse or from horse to human.  

This virus causes neurologic disease in the horse.  Symptoms can include depression, anorexia, drooping eyelids and lips, circling and wandering, blindness, and paralysis.  There is no cure for this disease, so the only treatment is supportive care.  Mortality rate can be 90% or higher.  

Vaccination is the best prevention.  Horses should receive this vaccine in the spring, and if they have never been vaccinated for it they should receive a booster four weeks later.  This vaccine does need 2-3 weeks to build immunity in the horse to prevent the disease.  Other preventative measures can include elimination of standing water, frequent cleaning of water troughs and bird baths, keeping the horses inside when mosquitoes are most active, and using fly/mosquito spray.  


If you have any further questions please call the clinic at (608)592-7755.  

