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EAR MITES

(Otodectes cyanotis)
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Ear mites commonly affect cats and dogs.  They are transmitted by direct contact with an infected host.  They feed on dead skin cells in the ear canals and surrounding areas.  Pets usually have moderate to severe itching around the head and neck and a large amount of black discharge in the ears.  The build up of secretions provide a good environment for bacterial and yeast infections to become established.  Diagnosis is made by seeing live mites under a microscope or doing an otoscopic exam.  Ear mites are not transmissible to humans.

Treatment first involves cleaning the ears to remove mites and mite excrement/debris.  Topical medications are prescribed to treat ear mite infections, your veterinarian will prescribe the most appropriate medication for your pet.  
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